
Walsall Eyes General Meeting
Saturday 20th June 2026, 11am till 1pm,
7-11 Hatherton Road, Walsall, WS1 1XS
Minutes of a Meeting 
Welcome & Notices
Steve Mellor opened the meeting and Dee then informed members that no fire drills are planned but reminded them of the evacuation points should the alarm sound. 
Present – Steve Mellor, Dee Dewhurst, Harjit Hayer, Claire Evans, Craig Bates, Andy Dewhurst, Talia Treen, Carrie-Ann Sheppard, Kanu Patel, Kim Bate, Stella Bates, Claudia Marks, Christine Barkley, Chantelle Taylor,
Apologies –Paul Evans, Denise Evans, Richard Evans, Paige Edwards, Joyce Parry, and Anita Warrender.
Chairs Report 
Steve reminded everyone of the Beer & Skittles taking place at the Walsall arms this evening at the Walsall Eyes with 30 attendees. The other upcoming events are Pelsall carnival on Saturday 4th July and Steve asked for any donations of any bottles for the bottle tombola and The Wheatsheaf on Sunday 9th August 2026. These events are for Walsall Eyes, The Wheatsheaf will be from 12pm till 4pm like last year and consist of a band and a BBQ (£1 of each item sold from the BBQ going to Walsall Eyes). A raffle, bingo, guess the amount of money in the jar (where 50% goes to the winner and 50% to Walsall eyes) as well as other stalls will be taking place. 
Steve had recently spoke to co-op travel as they provide a get together fundraising and Steve is hoping this is successful. This would be potentially for a £150 grant to be used towards bowling. Nationwide have also been approached by Steve to raise funds for Walsall Eyes in August.
Secretary’s Report 
Dee informed of the increase in cost re Walsall Eyes Mobile phone plan with Vodafone that is linked to all the resources and promotional materials. For January and February, it was £5, March £5.48 and the rest of the year £6 extra a month. The plan will now cost £72 a year but will continue as it is still cheaper than most other networks. 
Dee updated everyone on Anita and still visits her weekly. Anita is back home and gets out to the local church for soup and a roll and would welcome a visit from any members. Anita is always happy to have a chat and a catch up anytime and has asked for Steve and Kim to visit again. If anyone would like to arrange to visit Anita, they can speak directly with Dee. 
Dee suggested a rota to support Claire at Pelsall carnival as Claire and Rich will arrive at 7am to set up and the event is till 5pm. Claire and Rich will require a break and with previous experience the more volunteers to help the better. Volunteers for the stall will be appreciated and please put any names and times forward to Dee.
Treasurers Report
Harj informed members there is currently £7,279.04 in the bank, including the £20.42 received from easy funding and having paid out the director’s insurance of £177.95. Petty cash stands at £145.15.
Harj provided an update from Companies House. As of the 1st April 2028 they will be changing the way that accounts are filed and read out the statement. There is an opt out or postpone option so there is enough time to prepare the account. 
Companies House changes information - 
	This is official information from Companies House, sent to all registered. The information in this email is relevant to all companies registered in the UK. If you’re a third-party agent who has received this email on behalf of a company, please forward this message to the company directors of all companies you work with.
This email provides an update on changes to how companies will file their annual accounts from 1 April 2028. Companies will have received an email about these changes last year. Please read this update carefully as some details have changed.

The government has now confirmed how the Companies House accounts reforms measures set out in the Economic Crime and Corporate Transparency (ECCT) Act 2023 will be implemented. Under the ECCT Act, the government will reform how companies report information and what information they report when filing their annual accounts with Companies House.
This update follows a pause in implementation last year and extensive engagement with stakeholders to consider their views around the impact some of the reforms may have on companies.

What’s changing
The government has taken the decision to proceed with the reforms. These include:
	· requiring small companies and micro-entities to file profit and loss accounts, as other companies do



	· all companies having to file their accounts at Companies House via commercial software



	· other smaller technical amendments.


However, to help address concerns, the government is introducing two changes:
	1. Opt out of profit and loss publication: small and micro-entities will be able to opt out of having their profit and loss accounts published on the public register. Details of how smaller companies can opt out of publication will be confirmed in due course.
2. Postponed timings: these reforms will now come into effect on 1 April 2028, rather than 1 April 2027. This will give companies additional time to prepare, with one full accounting year plus nine months (a total of 21 months) to get ready.


In line with the changes, our web and paper routes will be closed for accounts filings from 1 April 2028 but will remain open for other statutory filings.
Read more about these changes in our GOV.​UK news story.

What you need to do
The April 2028 deadline gives companies a full accounting year plus 9 months to prepare – a total of 21 months. We’re contacting you now so you have as much time as possible to get ready.
If you do not already file your accounts using software, you’ll need to:
	· know what type of accounts you're filing – you can ask an accountant for advice



	· have your company authentication code



	· apply for a presenter account with Companies House



	· use our software tool to find the right software package for your needs



	· contact your chosen software provider(s) and consider changing to software filing as soon as possible



	· make sure you’re ready to file using software from 1 April 2028


If you already file through software or a third party, you may not need to take any action. We recommend checking with your accountant or agent to make sure.

How to keep up to date
We’ll continue to develop new guidance and support materials throughout the 21-month notice period to help companies prepare for the changes.


PR Report
Craig informed the members that Severn Trent community fund have a grant which Walsall Eyes could be eligible for and explained they provide big amounts between £2000 - £10,000 or smaller amounts of £250 which are available once a year. Craig is going to apply for a digital inclusion grant to support the website for the cost of maintaining and migrating a new server. Amazon no longer support and currently the £9-£10 cost a month can be switched over to RSS.com which will provide a podcast at no extra cost and enable Providers like amazon, Spotify and apple to launch this.
Craig then explained he had spoken to Priestley Smith School to network and build up collaborative work relationships to support work experience. Cap Gemini Craigs workplace is in discussion to approach Shropshire schools to also reach out and advertise Walsall Eyes,  
Craig informed members of the website “Fix My Street”. You can report any issues and problems that require to be fixed on your street and this will go direct to the council.
Event Planner’s Report
Claire asked for bottle donations for the upcoming event at Pelsall carnival, for the Bottle Tombola stall and donations for The Wheatsheaf on Sunday 9th August 2026. Any raffle prizes will be gratefully received and unwanted teddies will support the name of a bear stall. There will be a range of other stalls from guess the sweets in the jar, guess the amount of money in the jar to many more.
Assistant PR Report
In Paul’s absence there was not anything to report on for this meeting.
AOB
Walsall Eyes have been invited to attend Priestley Snith Parents evening again on Wednesday 18th November 2026 15:30pm till 18:30pm.
Dee informed the members that the directors have discussed the current meetings and agreed that more directors’ meetings will take place and meetings for members will not be as often, but activities or events will be more frequent and asked the members for their suggestions and ideas. Dee offered to contact guest speakers and have the members’ meetings quarterly and have them led by the members. Suggestions of Carl Chin (the professor of history) and Blind Dave as guest speakers as well as days out of a barge trip or the Severn valley railway were mentioned again. Any ideas are to be put forward and feedback to Dee or Steve. 
Claire and Dee discussed holding a bowling event for children plus 1 carer at a suitable cost and date during the holidays as part of Walsall Eyes.
Harj asked to clarify the current mission statement and vision for Walsall Eyes to understand the mission, purpose and vision as to what the goal is and whether anything needs amending. 
· Mission statement - Walsall Eyes is a not-for-profit blind and partially sighted charity, which serves the local adult Walsall and Black Country communities. Our aims are to provide members with opportunities to attend organised activities and meetings, whereby they may have been isolated or uncomfortable in attending ordinarily.  These are provided through fundraising and applications for funding. 
· Vision - A world where blind and partially sighted people are able to take part and enjoy everyday life.
Dee thanked Harj for drawing up such a great mission statement on behalf of all the directors.
Meeting Conclusion 
Dee confirmed the date of the next meeting will be Saturday 05th September 2026, from 11am till 1pm at WSB, 7-11 Hatherton Road, Walsall, WS1 1XS.
End of meeting 13:00pm

